
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IL Rt.  43 (Harlem Ave) and  
IL Rt.  83 (College Dr)  

 
  

<Sout hbound>  
 

 



 
In 2009 the City of Palos Heights received approval from the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT) to install Red Light Running (RLR) cameras on the southbound approach of the intersection 
of College Dr and Harlem Ave. The original RLR Camera System Manufacturer contracted by the City 
of Palos Heights was Redflex Traffic Systems Inc. of Phoenix, AZ.  

The IDOT District 1 Bureau of Traffic Operations requires a comprehensive report to be distributed 
one year after the installation of RLR cameras as well as every three years thereafter detailing the 
efficacy of each system within its jurisdiction by intersection and approach. Though RedFlex was 
under obligation to complete these reports, no such reports were submitted to IDOT during the time 
in which RedFlex was the RLR vendor for the City of Palos Heights. Combining adjudication data 
received from RedFlex with crash data received from IDOT, this report was completed by SafeSpeed, 
LLC in order to remain in compliance with IDOT regulations. 
 

¶ Date at which the cameras were installed at College Dr and Harlem Ave: 06/19/2009 

¶ Date at which the cameras went live at College Dr and Harlem Ave: 07/01/2009 
 

RedFlex Traffic Systems Inc. can be reached at:  
23751 N 23rd Ave #150, Phoenix, Arizona 85085 
(623) 207-2000 
 

In 2014 the Public Safety Committee of the City of Palos Heights voted in favor of a new Red Light 
Enforcement agreement, authorizing a transfer of execution from RedFlex Inc. to SafeSpeed, LLC of 
Chicago, Illinois. RedFlex cameras were shut down in May of 2014.  
 
No changes were made to the traffic signal timing or any other settings pertaining to operation of traffic 
signals at this intersection following the camera installation. 
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The table and chart below show a summary of motor vehicle crashes at the intersection of 
College Dr and Harlem Ave over a span of 7 years. The data from 2006 to 2008 show the 
period prior to the installation of RLR cameras. The data from 2009 show the year in which 
the cameras were installed. The data from 2010 to 2012 show the period following the 
installation. 
 

  Turning Rear End Angle Head On  Other Total 

2006 11 16 2 0 2 31 

2007 10 19 0 0 2 31 

2008 6 10 3 0 4 23 

2009 9 15 1 1 1 27 

2010 2 9 1 0 0 12 

2011 6 9 1 0 0 16 

2012 3 9 1 0 1 14 

 

 
 
The average number of crashes per year from 2006 to 2009 was 28. The average number 
of crashes per year from 2010 to 2012 was 14; a 50% decrease in the overall crash rate. 
 
The average number of Turning crashes per year from 2006 to 2009 was 9. The average 
number of Turning crashes per year from 2010 to 2012 was 3.6; a 60% decrease in the rate 
of Turning crashes. 
  
The average number of Angle crashes per year from 2006 to 2009 was 1.5. The average 
number of Angle crashes per year from 2010 to 2012 was 1; a 33% decrease in the rate of 
Angle crashes. 
 
Rear End crashes were also reduced by 40% over the same time period. 
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